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27 April 1960

Azsiatent Direector for Bationsl Estimates

The Hurds in 1959, CIA/ER CR L-60-2

Your Memorancumr to Chiaf/G/RR dated 1k April 1960,
Same- Sub fect

i, Your comments on Gk L[-60-2 have heen studled here with grast
care. Fortunately, it eppeurs that there is no resl disperity in our
viewpoints, though someé explanation may be appropriate.

2. Let me first commert on the context in whieh the report was
prepared. A little over & year sgo, we were directed to undertake =
basie collation, analysis, and evalustion of intelligence and other
materials on the Kurds. At the time, we were rather reluctant to ga:
invelved in the project, which required a mmssive, across-the-board
effort that covered all fields of information related to the Xurds.
However, we represent iha principal vody of ares research soecialists
in the DD/I and were teaded to 4c it. As you are doubtlees awnre, there
are thousands of sources aveilsble on the Kurds, but no consolidated body
of information, just as there are no fully knowledgesble Kurd mpeciaiiste.
Our task was to research and prevare such a consolidation for the clan-
destine services. The rosults, which are nov mearly complate, have usker
the form of an information file of some 2,000 cross-indexed, annotat d
cards and the brief synthesis of highliphts that is the subject of yourr
coaments. Both the fils and the report were vprepared for use by the
reguester only.

3« The publication vehicle for the projeet is "Geographic Report”
because that 1s the resenrch report sories sssigned to us by the Pubiics-
tions Board; in our opinion, 1% is probebly as appropriste o series ::
any other. We find, in any event, that in supporting operational
requirerents we are rarely sble to operate within the limited concep:
of geogruphy vhich amphasizes vhysical environment and losatiom. We v
necessarily comcerned also with & potpourri of elements pelpted to oiltural
enviromment. In short, in supporiing oparational requirements wve musc tr-
to deal with the totality of the nroblem with which the operation is ~mm-
cerned. It is very rare that we burrow into "political smeslyeie and
proguostication™, but on occesion it ia necessary to review or summarire
some political facts, trends, and eaviroament. In this limited anglyais,
of eourse, the area specialist is generally cepeble emouph.
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4. Your essenticl criticism, directed at the last section oi the
report, ia a bit diffieuldt to nandle since the comflicting viewpoint iz
stated very generslly. Actualiy, howaver, I don't thin: there i3 any
conflict. Tha major part of tue section is & historical rouwndup i
Kurdisk national moverante intended {0 answar part of the synthesia
peeds of the requester. “he last pard of the section, where the sppar:y
conflict reelly lies, was inilesded tC b2 & summtion of current prmssi-
bilities and their ingredients. Ua the face of 1t, the report here wouls
seem to be in disagresment with your wemorendum of & April 1959, Howeves,
the two analyses are neot direcily sceparable. You will note thet the O
digcussion was not based on any particular asaumptions; thady is, % tremuz
the Kurds without relference to speciiie political contexis Or evertunlitio
In our cese, the discussion (rather, sussarization) treats the prospects
of the Kurds specifically in the context of potenmtial political davelop-
menis. We assume, ia other words, the gricr extstence of specilic
fevorable conditions ("Im the event of disturbances . - - that wouldd
seriocusly impair . . . ."; “thould ciroumstances permit . o o <]
"snweuld the government . . . 281 « . "}, A similar commsntary wnf
included in our CIA/RR GP 60-2tL, The Fyrds, Jeamary 1060, preparsd Tor
ONE ot NN request. civen ils different point of visw, we are
really in full accord with your & April 1959 memorandum and deviate fren
it only in extending the sugmery 1o JOver changed coniilions.

5. We would moi, a5 you 60 0L, see much likelinood of & Kuraisa
Republic appesring., In this conbext, we may have misled the reaier by
not stating expliciily that & barmory of the stated elements, or an Ovel-
powering influence o1 one ol Ghafi, would be required for success of =
Kurdish asutonomy movemeni, Howaver, wa copelude from aveilable cvidenco
and opinion that the possivility does exist, at lesst to the exbent thi
the clandestine services should be sware of it. And, of couwrse, 2r
independent Xurdish stabe need noc embrace all of Kupdistan the oripliz
Mahabad Republic was only 100 X (3 piles ip width and loceted entirely
in Iven.

5. I hope that the shove acequalely snsvers the coacern it [T
felt. 1 should welsome any iuriher commants that you people ney heve.
Somewhat gratuitously, I should slso jike to suggest that seetings such
a5 that which preceded your t April 1859 pemorandum might, vhen Teasible,
include intelligence officers from hig shop., 1 feel that our enxviron-
mental expertise coulé be very useful in such discussions.
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